
Alaska Center for the Book	

Board of Directors Meeting	

October 28, 2009	
!
Minutes	

!

Members Present:  Sue Sherif, Sherri Douglas, Camille Oliver, Carol Sturgulewski, 
Lila Vogt, Mark Weber, Trish Jenkins, Sara Juday !
Financial Report:  It appears that the COSLA  and the Alaska State Library grants 
will cover most of the National Bookfest expenses. !
Minutes from the September 30 meeting were approved. !
Old Business: 
UAA/Anchorage Daily News Creative Writing Contest.  Ron Spatz contacted Sara as 
a follow-up on this program to say that he was not sure of the ADN’s commitment, 
though he seemed to think that they would help with promotion/advertising. UAA 
would offer some funds (approx. $800) towards prizes. The ACB would recruit 
judges. Trish suggested that a UAA intern in the English Department  might be 
recruited to act as the coordinator.  After discussion it was agreed that the ACB was 
interested in part because it provides statewide exposure and furthers the ACB 
mission of promoting and recognizing writing by Alaskans.  Support is contingent on 
two things: 1) Anchorage Daily News advertising; 2) intern from UAA.  Lila offered to 
help with recruiting judges. Sue offered to vet entries to spot possible plagiarism. !
Pick, Click, Give: Yes, ACB was approved and will appear as a nonprofit that 
Permanent Fund Dividend applicants can select to make a donation. Carol 
suggested that we send an email prior to the application deadline giving instructions 
on how to pick us. !
Website: Mark has updated the site using a template. He’s working on getting a 
Password-protected area set up so that we can post our minutes and other history.  
Lila said she had most of the minutes and would help get them to Mark for posting. !
Letters about Literature:  Barbara was not able to attend. Information is on the 
website for how to enter. !
Board Book Project: Sue reported that Abbe Hensley of Best Beginnings had set this 
aside for a time to let Deborah Bonito settle in Washington.  Deborah seemed 
determined to find funds. !
Anchorage Reads:  Sherri reported that they had picked Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein 
as the book for this year’s community reads. Reasons for the pick include the fact 



that the book is in the public domain and allows more creativity with promotion and 
programs; horror is very popular right now.  Anchorage Public Library is looking for 
additional partners for the month of events.  ACB will work on putting together a 
Frankenstein Jeopardy night…maybe expanding to include the horror genre…or 
maybe call it Zombie Jeopardy.  We agreed to set aside the last week of February for 
this event.  Other possible programs included a movie night, public reading of a 
scene ala To Kill a Mockingbird, an online book blog. !
CLIA:  Carol reported that she had received 3 nominations so far.  She sent 90 
emails and will send a reminder on the 30th regarding the November 6 deadline. Sue 
and Sara volunteered to help judge.  Presenting the awards at ReadAlaska will not 
work so we still have to decide when and where to make the presentations. !
Reading Rendezvous: Last year’s coordinator is still undecided about whether she 
can help this year because she will be having a baby. Sherri is giving her a little more 
time to decide. The event will be Saturday, May 15 and work really needs to get 
underway by January. !
Alaska Trivia Contest:  Idea is dead.  No time is available during the Alaska Library 
Conference and the opportunity seems to be past. !
Upcoming events: 
Alaska Native Heritage Month event at UAA Bookstore:  Joan Kane will speak on 
Tuesday, November 17 at 6 p.m.  Carol announced that Joan is receiving a 
newsworthy honor but the news has been embargoed.  She is hoping that the news 
can be incorporated into the flyer.  Anchorage Daily News has already interviewed 
Joan and will mention the event. !
Other: 
Logo/Sign:  Sara has nearly completed the logo. Sue will work with Karen on a 
plaque for the library downstairs. (note the logo is above) !
Anchorage Public Library Town Hall and Community Plan events:  Everyone is very 
concerned about the prospect of more cutbacks to the Anchorage Library Budget. 
Sherri and Carol outlined opportunities for partners and supporters to voice opinions 
and suggestions. Trish will send a letter supporting the library to each assembly 
person and the mayor on behalf of the ACB.  All members are encouraged to do the 
same.  Anchorage is the 34th wealthiest municipality in the US and should be able to 
support our libraries. !
Next meeting: November 18.  Starting in January, meetings will be the first 
Wednesday of the Month. !!


